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JBMIA 50th Anniversary Message

President of BITKOM
Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. August-Wilhelm Scheer

The JBMIA today looks back with pride at a tradition of fifty years. At the time when it was
founded — in the 1960s — the main focus of the industry was on mechanisation and rationalisation
of office equipment. Since then the emphasis has shifted from hardware to software, from office
technology to the Internet. What remains, and has, indeed, increased further, is the huge dynamic
of technical progress.

After some difficult years recently for the Japanese ICT economy, the future today is again
looking more favourable. After the second major economic crisis in the past decade, we are
again looking forward to growth in the ICT economy in years to come, also in Japan. That is also
important for the global economy, for with a share of the international market of nearly 9 percent
in the year 2009, Japan is still, after the USA, the second largest national market for information
technology and telecommunication.

In Japan, as in Europe, the ICT industry plays a central role in the transition from the industrial
to the information society. We are experiencing today an unparalleled new departure in the
Internet economy, with great opportunities for growth, welfare and employment. The JBMIA
makes a significant contribution to this major task for society. For five decades the Association
has been performing important tasks for the industry as a whole — it informs about markets and
technologies, advises policy-makers, co-ordinates research and maintains international contacts.
Over the years, very close and confidential relationships have been established between the
JBMIA and its German partner association. High ranking delegations regularly discuss important
topics concerning the industry, and exchange experiences. In this respect, both associations
are making a considerable contribution to the future capabilities of their respective countries.
In an industry which, more than any other, operates on a global level, these efforts can only be
successful if strong partners work together on an international level. This is why we want to
further strengthen the friendship between JBMIA and BITKOM.

As President of the German ICT trade association BITKOM I offer my heartfelt congratulations
to the JBMIA on its 50th anniversary. BITKOM wishes the JBMIA and the Japanese ICT
industry a successful future! We look forward to many more years of working together as friends

and colleagues.
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