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New Year's Message

JBMIA Friends and Colleagues,

I am honored to offer a New Year’s message once again to our good friends and collaborators at JBMIA. We
at the Information Technology Industry Council (ITI) continue to cherish the close ties we have with your
association. These ties have played a huge role in helping to advance important tech-related policy objectives
around the world.

Much of cooperation this year has been focused on concluding the negotiations to expand product coverage
of the Information Technology Agreement (ITA). This has involved numerous trips to Geneva where we have
coordinated our meetings with negotiating teams. We have also collaborated on hosting several receptions for the
negotiators that have provided great opportunities for informal exchanges.

We were, unfortunately, not able to get the negotiations across the finish line in 2013, because a significant
player in the talks was unable to offer constructive compromises while everyone else was able to. As long as the
likeminded economies in this endeavor can stay unified, we are confident we can obtain an ambitious outcome in
the near term. If we are successful in getting a big ITA expansion result, it would represent the most significant
tariff-elimination undertaking the World Trade Organization has achieved in nearly two decades.

It is also worth highlighting that implementation of the ITA dispute-settlement case was completed this fall
when the Europeans put in place a final regulatory fix in line with the panel findings of the case. Again, this
outcome is the result of the strong collaboration between JBMIA, ITI, and our other allies, who came together to
effectively protect the integrity of the ITA.

In addition to concluding the ITA expansion negotiation in 2014, we look forward to working with JBMIA to
tackle the growing trend towards localization barriers to trade in key developing markets around the world. Often
seen in the form of local content requirements, these policies are a major challenge for the tech industry, which
depends heavily on efficient, rational global supply chains. To advance this work, we are hoping to convene a
workshop in Tokyo in the first half of 2014 with JBMIA and other associations. The purpose of the workshop
would be to exchange views and bolster trans—Pacific collaboration on this critical issue.

There is much more JBMIA and ITI can do together. I and everyone at ITI wishes JBMIA and its member
companies a happy, fulfilling and prosperous 2014.

I Iff——

John F. Neuffer
Senior Vice President for Global Policy
Information Technology Industry Council (ITI)

6 Information Technology

Industry Council
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